


The $2 million Hot ltalian Project is the culmina-
tion of Italian living for developer Andrea Lepore and
her partner, chef Fabrizio Cercatore. Though they're
both in Sacramento now, they've brought with them
a mixture of the good food, necessary transportation
choices and cultural influences of living in ltaly.

The project at 16th and Q streets is expected to
wrap up next month with Vespas appearing for sale
both inside and outside the building. But Lepore and
Cercatore don't want the emphasis on cycle culture
just for the coolness factor.

“If we're going to truly be a walkable, new urbanist
community, you have to make it simple for people,”
Lepore says. "Giving them access — front and center
— should encourage more people to take this mode of
transportation, rather than driving everywhere.” She

Z o plans to paint several parking slots for cycles and have
1 . special racks to lock bicycle frames and wheels.
2 % | Greenbuilt Construction Inc. and interior designer
s i 5 .
- & Susan Prang of Creative Eye Studio are working on
E the project, which is seeking a certificate from Leadership in En-
3 g] ergy and Environmental Design’s retail program, part of a pilot
= program with the U.S. Green Building Council. Green features
> & § include a composting bin for the kitchen, Solatubes — cans that
1 £ 9 direct sunlight inside — and reclaimed wood furniture.
§ i Cercatore is planning a pizza and panini bar, and a gelato
£ g station in the 3,500-square-foot restaurant. A 2,500-square-foot
: § L boutique would offer ltalian motorcycle gear and clothing from
- g Nava Milano, Kappa and a Hot Italian line by lannucci Sports-

wear. At press time, the Vespa store was in final negotiations.
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